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	Abstract
This study examines the development of the Sihali Aek ritual tradition in Tipang Village, Baktiraja Subdistrict, Humbang Hasundutan Regency, from 2013 to 2024. The Sihali Aek tradition is a customary ritual of the Batak Toba people related to prayers for soil fertility, the flow of water sources, and community well-being, particularly in the agricultural sector. This study aims to understand the background of the emergence of the Sihali Aek tradition, the process of conducting the ceremony, and the development of this tradition in the daily lives of the people of Tipang Village. The research method employed was a qualitative approach with a historical perspective, utilizing data collection techniques such as observation, interviews, and documentation. The results indicate that the Sihali Aek tradition holds significant social, religious, and cultural value for the community. Over time, the tradition has undergone several changes in its implementation, yet it continues to preserve the customary values that define the identity of the Batak Toba people.
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INTRODUCTION 
North Sumatra Province is one of the regions in Indonesia rich in ethnic diversity, including the Batak Toba, Karo, Simalungun, Mandailing, Malay, and Nias ethnic groups. Each of these ethnic groups has unique characteristics and traditions passed down from generation to generation through the transmission of norms and values upheld by the community. In addition, each region also possesses distinct ancestral legacies as part of efforts to preserve and pass on culture and local wisdom to strengthen and build a sense of identity (Firdaus, 2017). It turns out that in some areas, there are still communities that firmly uphold their ancestral heritage.
RESEARCH METHODS
In conducting research, certain approaches are employed, including ensuring the use of specific methods or techniques. The research method used in this study is the Qualitative Descriptive method, which involves describing the collected data, analyzing it, and interpreting it in order to identify principles, patterns, values, and norms of the phenomenon under study (Herlina, 2020).
One location that continues to preserve the cultural heritage of its ancestors is Tipang Village, located in Baktiraja Subdistrict, Humbang Hasundutan Regency. Although Tipang Village is surrounded by steep cliffs, the local residents have utilized the area for agricultural land. Tipang Village is known as one of the villages that still applies traditional methods in managing rice field irrigation. This traditional irrigation method holds significant potential to support food security and meet the needs of the community in Tipang Village.    The local community continues to uphold these traditional irrigation practices to encourage residents to preserve and maintain the cultural heritage values passed down from their ancestors (Manalu et al., 2024).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Geographically, Tipang Village is one of seven villages within the administrative area of Baktiraja Subdistrict, Humbang Hasundutan Regency, North Sumatra Province. The village’s topography is dominated by hills and rocky terrain, most of which is used by the community for rice paddies. Additionally, Tipang Village is located directly adjacent to Lake Toba.
The distance from Tipang Village to the subdistrict capital is 5 km, a journey that takes about 15 minutes. The distance from Tipang Village to the regency capital, Dolok Sanggul, is 20 km, a journey that takes approximately 45 minutes. Administratively, Tipang Village is one of the self-reliant villages under the supervision of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Tipang Village has existed for 31 years since the establishment of its government in 1993. Currently, Juanda Sihombing serves as the head of Tipang Village for the term from 2022 to 2027. The total area of Tipang Village is approximately 4.7862 km², consisting of residential areas in each hamlet. (Hutasoit, 2024).
Background of the Sihali Aek Tradition
Sihali aek is not found only in Tipang Village. It can be found in various regions, such as in Bali, where it is called subak; in West Sumatra, where the Minangkabau people call it batang air; and in Central Java, where several villages also practice a similar system known as a weir. Sihali Aek is a system that regulates irrigation in Tipang Village, implemented as a means of managing water resources to be utilized optimally for the community’s livelihood by channeling water to rice fields (Situmorang et al., 2021). In a statement from the source, Mr. Dennis Nababan, one of the turpuk leaders of the seven clans in Tipang Village, explained that the Sihali tradition originated because Tipang Village has steep valleys, barren land, and uneven terrain, which limited the community’s ability to manage agriculture optimally.
Early Preparations for the Sihali Aek Tradition
The first stage in the Sihali Aek Tradition is the preparation stage, which serves as the primary foundation before the main activities take place. This preparation stage plays a crucial role because it determines the smooth running of the entire series of activities to be carried out. In the context of the Tipang Village community, preparations are not carried out spontaneously but through customary mechanisms that have been passed down from generation to generation. This process demonstrates that the Sihali Aek Tradition is not merely a technical activity of cleaning water channels but a customary practice with specific rules, structures, and protocols that must be respected and carried out collectively. The preparation phase begins with a deliberation involving the Raja Jolo as traditional custodians and figures holding authority within the community’s social structure. The Raja Jolo act as representatives of two ancestral lines and two main regions: Simamora Dolok, Simamora Toba, Sihombing Dolok, and Sihombing Toba. (Nababan et al., 2024).
Their participation in the deliberations demonstrates that the decisions made are not individual decisions, but rather the result of a collective agreement representing all segments of society. Within the social system of Tipang Village, the Raja Jolo hold strong customary legitimacy, ensuring that every decision reached through the deliberative forum possesses the moral and social authority to be upheld by the community. The Bolon Raja Napitu Meeting. (Harvina et al., 2020)
Rapot Bolon Raja Napitu
Rapot Bolon Raja Napitu is a major meeting involving clan leaders within the customary structure of Tipang Village society. This meeting holds significant importance as it serves as the official forum for discussing various matters related to the common good, including preparations for the Sihali Aek Tradition. The clan leaders who are part of the Raja Napitu are invited by one of the clan leaders whose turn it is to host the meeting. The rotation of this responsibility is determined on a rotating basis as a form of collective responsibility and equitable distribution of roles within the traditional leadership structure. Before the official meeting takes place, preliminary informal discussions are usually held with several Raja Jolo when they meet in public places, especially as October approaches. These preliminary discussions serve as an initial communication to ensure readiness and agree on the timing of the meeting, which is generally held in July.
The Rapot Bolon Raja Napitu ceremony is typically held at the home of the clan leader whose turn it is to host the event, a role known in traditional terms as the toguan. This home serves as the center of deliberations and symbolizes the organizer’s responsibility to honor the meeting participants.
The process of delivering invitations or notifications regarding the meeting is carried out through the respective parhara. The parhara serves as the messenger of traditional customs, ensuring that information is conveyed officially and in accordance with established procedures. This mechanism demonstrates that every stage of the meeting is conducted in a structured manner and follows customary rules that have been passed down through generations.
The Implementation of Marsiruppa Sihali Aek
The essence of the Sihali Aek tradition lies in the comprehensive cleaning of irrigation channels, carried out from the upstream to the downstream sections without exception. This activity is not merely a physical task of cleaning irrigation channels, but also a manifestation of the community’s collective responsibility in maintaining the sustainability of the rice field irrigation system. Every section of the canal is given equal attention to ensure there are no obstructions that could disrupt the flow of water to the farmland. 
In its implementation, each person involved is assigned clear responsibilities that must be carried out to the best of their ability. This division of labor aims to ensure that the water supply flows smoothly to all the rice fields that depend on the irrigation channels. 
Through this shared responsibility, the community recognizes that the success of the harvest is determined not only by individual effort but also by cooperation and concern for the common good. Before the gotong royong or marsirimpa activities begin, the community first holds the Mangallang Indahan Siporhis event—a communal meal—as a symbol of togetherness and to strengthen solidarity.
This activity holds symbolic significance: it serves to strengthen social bonds among the workers before they undertake the strenuous task. After the communal meal concludes, all the workers proceed to the designated location to clean a 9.04-kilometer-long water channel.
The work is divided fairly among the 120 workers, comprising 60 workers in Dolok and 60 workers in Toba. This division was carried out proportionally so that the workload was evenly distributed and did not burden one group over another. With a well-organized division of labor and a strong spirit of togetherness, the Sihali Aek tradition serves as tangible proof of how the value of mutual cooperation is still preserved in agrarian communities.
CONCLUSION
The Sihali Aek tradition is a manifestation of the local community’s knowledge, which plays a crucial role in water management and the sustainability of the agricultural system in the region. This tradition has developed within an agrarian community that relies heavily on water to support agricultural activities, particularly the cultivation of rice as the primary food source. Through the Sihali Aek tradition, residents collectively maintain and clean irrigation channels to ensure water flows smoothly from its source to the farmlands. Therefore, this tradition is not merely a cultural ritual passed down from generation to generation but also functions as a natural resource management system that supports the sustainability of the village community’s agricultural activities.
In addition to serving as a water management mechanism, the Sihali Aek tradition also reflects a social structure that governs the fair distribution and use of water resources among farmers. In practice, water allocation is based on agreements and norms collectively recognized by the community. This mechanism is designed to ensure that all farmers have equal rights to access available water resources. The existence of these customary regulations plays a crucial role in preventing conflicts among farmers that could disrupt the social balance within the community. With a clear system that is consistently implemented, agricultural activities can proceed smoothly and support sustainability.
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